he pink muhly grass fields
in Wuhan make for a fairy-
tale setting. Droves of Wu-
hanese, a large number of
them women — from influ-
encers and aspiring models to friends
in their 40s and 50s — strike poses,
holding dainty oil-paper umbrellas
against a picturesque backdrop.

That is not the image that comes to
mind when one talks of Wuhan, a one-
time industrial city; now known the world
over as the birthplace of the novel coro-
navirus — Sars-CoV-2 — the deadliest
virus in over a century that brought the
world to a halt for nearly two years. Al-
most six years on, the world is still curi-
ous about the city for that very reason,
except that Wuhan has moved on.

Wuhan, the capital of Hubei, in
Central China, is divided by the Yang-
tze and the Han rivers.

The muhly fields are among sev-
eral spots in the city where Wuhanese
like to disappear for the day.

There’s also the botanical gardens,
and museums like Hubei’s Provincial,
with its long queues of people waiting
to see the 140,000 artefacts housed in-
side. Han Street, which runs along the
south bank of the Chu River, has a
number of nooks, be-
tween rows of retail
therapy. China’s own
Luckin Coffee, which
serves an innovative co-
conut water Americano,
is starting to make its
presence felt, lodged be-
side tea shops that are
the order here. The Chi-
nese love their milk tea.

Across the city, which
is an hour-long drive, the
spectacular East Lake —
from where the iconic Yel-
low Crane Tower, a sym-
bol of Wuhan, is visible
— features tea rooms,
bakeries, running tracks
and biking paths.

This is where one can
see the evenings play out.

While the young, or those

who share that vibe, are seen running
and cycling, older residents from neigh-
bouring localities come together for the
square dance, an hour-long, after-dinner
tradition.

A City Full Of Students
Wuhan, home to 82 higher educational
institutions and 1.3 million students, has
a large youth population, who had to
scale back during the pandemic, when
they spent nearly three years in lock-
down. After a while, they shifted to online
classes, not unlike the rest of the world.
Interestingly, despite the big pres-
ence of students, the city doesn’t have
much of a drinking or pub culture.
People come together over food in-
stead, a range of hot pots and hot dry
noodles, the specialty of the region.
The popular hangout spaces are the
karaoke rooms, also known as K-TV.
Friends rent these soundproof rooms
that are located in malls. Room rates

start at $15 (for an hour), depending on
the size of the room and the number



